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AGENDA

1. What is Candid? 

What is the Funding Information Network?

2. History of Foundation Directory Online Directory 

Professional (FDO Pro) 

3. Access FDO Pro via the Library Website

4. Hands-on exploration of FDO Pro

5. If we have time. If not, on your own:

1. Explore the Library’s Grant Seeking Subject & Library Guide

2. Sign up for Candid RFP Emails

3. Search Foundation Grants to Individuals Online database
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CANDID & 
THE FUNDING 
INFORMATION NETWORK

Candid was created in 2019 as a merger of The Foundation Center and GuideStar. 

The Candid motto is: We connect people who want to change the world with the 

resources they need to do it.  

Valparaiso University is a network partner within Candid's Funding Information Network. 

Visitors to the Christopher Center are able to gain free access to the Foundation Directory 

Online (FDO) Professional database, the Foundation Grants to Individuals database, and 

books/directories published by Candid. 

Full database content is only available from computers within the Christopher Center.
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ACCORDING TO GIVING USA
IN 2020, AMERICANS GAVE $471.44 BILLION TO CHARITY – A 5.1% INCREASE OVER 2019.

SOURCE: HTTPS://GIVINGUSA.ORG/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/2021/06/GUSA2021_INFOGRAPHIC_DIGITAL.PDF
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FOUNDATION 
DIRECTORY 

ONLINE
PROFESSIONAL 
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ACCESS FROM THE LIBRARY HOMEPAGE – LIBRARY.VALPO.EDU

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY ONLINE PROFESSIONAL (FDO PRO)
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Three Useful Ways to Get Started with FDO Pro

1. Search for a specific grantmaker by “Organization Name”(Grantmaker).

2. Create a list of foundations that are interested in giving to a “Subject Area” or “Population Served” 

or to causes within a “Geographic Focus”.

3. Search for grants received by a specific “Organization Name” (Recipient) and the “Grants” they 

have received. 
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HANDS ON 
EXPLORATION
ACTIVITY #1

1. Use the “Organization Name” box to search for the

Gerhard Foundation (Grantmaker) from Ohio.

2. Where is their office located?

3. Is there a relevant Funding Interests “Subjects”?

4. Is there a relevant Funding Interests “Population Groups? 

5. Is there a relevant Funding Interests “Support Strategies”?

6. Explore their “About” content. Is there anything relevant 

to your focus?

7. Explore their “Application/RFPs” and “Giving Limitation” 

sections. Is there anything important to note?

8. Explore their Grants. 

1. What is their most common grant amount?

2. What have they funded here at Valpo before?  

3. Give thought to whether or not they could be a viable 
prospect for your ideas/projects. Why? Why not?  
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HANDS ON 
EXPLORATION
ACTIVITY #2

1. Use the “Find Funding” and “Advanced Search & Filters” to create a prospect list.

2. Create a list of potential prospects for “Geographic Location” is Indiana (United 
States) and the “Subject Area” is Higher Education. 

3. How many Grantmakers are listed?

4. How many Grants are listed?

5. How many Recipients are listed?

6. How many 990 Tax Forms are available?

7. Explore the lists and results a bit. 

8. Use the “Keyword” box to add a word or two relevant to your interests/projects.

9. How many Grantmakers are now listed?

10. How many Grants are now listed? 

1. Click the “View All” button, select all grants, and download a CSV of the results. 

2. How could a CSV list like this be useful to your work? 

11. How many Recipients are now listed? 

12. Explore each section and results in more detail. 

1. Can you identify a potential prospect from the Grantmaker list?

2. Can you identify a Grant similar to one that you are interested in receiving?

3. Are there Recipients listed that do similar work to your interests? Research the 
grants they have received and who has given them. Could there be a relevant 
prospect for your ideas/interests/projects? 

13. How might a broader list be useful? How might a more narrow list be useful?
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HANDS ON 
EXPLORATION
ACTIVITY #3

1. Use the “Find Funding” and “Advanced Search & Filters” 
to create a prospect list of your own.

2. What search terms did you use? 

1. How many Grantmakers are listed?

2. How many Grants are listed?

3. How many Recipients are listed?

3. Explore the lists a bit. Is the information relevant to your 
ideas/interests?  

4. Broaden or narrow your search. Change up your 
Subject/Population/Support Strategy criteria. 

5. Once you have a set of relevant results that could be 
useful, create a PDF or CSV and email it to yourself. 

6. Check your email to make sure the information you sent 
was received and did not go into your spam folder.

7. Consider creating multiple prospect lists for each 
idea/project or each type of support strategy needed.

8. Were you able to identify at least one potential funder 
today? If so, who is it?
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QUESTIONS?

LATER, ON YOUR OWN…
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ACCESS FROM THE LIBRARY HOMEPAGE – LIBRARY.VALPO.EDU

GRANT SEEKING LIBRARY GUIDE

The Grant Seeking library 

guide provides links to other 

resources and resource 

advice.
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CANDID LEARNING – HTTPS://LEARNING.CANDID.ORG/TRAINING/

Explore the Candid Learning

site for FREE Advice:

- Webinars

- Videos

- Podcasts

- Blog Posts

- Sample Documents

- Access to Candid 

Librarians
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RFP ALERTS - HTTPS://PHILANTHROPYNEWSDIGEST.ORG/RFPS

Signing up for this FREE 

RFP alert email can 

help you identify 

funding opportunities 

relevant to your 

ideas/projects.  
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ACCESS FROM THE LIBRARY HOMEPAGE – LIBRARY.VALPO.EDU

FOUNDATION GRANTS TO INDIVIDUALS ONLINE

Foundation Grants to Individuals 

Online contains a listing of about 

10,000 foundations that give 

directly to people/individuals, 

not just to nonprofit 

organizations. This smaller 

database can be a useful tool 

for scholarships, student loans, 

fellowships, program 

development, internships, 

professorships, arts and cultural 

projects and research.
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LET ME KNOW IF YOU 
WANT TO MEET AGAIN 

KIM WHALEN
KIMBERLY.WHALEN@VALPO.EDU
CLIR – OFFICE #267
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